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Introduction

The level of PET

The Preliminary English Test (PET) was intro-
duced in response to a demand for an examina-
tion at a lower level than that of the First
Certificate in English and one which would be
at the Council of Europe Threshold level, as de-
fined by van Ek and Trim. The language level of
PET is approximately two thirds of the way to-
wa-ds the First Certificate in English. To reach
this Threshold level requires about 375 hours
of dedicated study.

Candidates who are successful in PET
should be able to communicate satisfactorily in
most everyday situations. This aim corresponds
to the recommendations of the Council of Euro-
pe’s Threshold Specification, revised in 1990.

Candidates should be able to understand
street signs and public notices, product packag-
ing, forms, informal letters and short texts of a
factual nature, such as brochures and magazine
articles. They should be able to give written in-
formation, write simple letters, report events,
describe people and places, as well as convey
reactions to situations and express emotions.
They should be able to understand public an-
nouncements, for example at airports or at
sporting events, information on the radio, from
a tour guide, etc. and to extract information of
a factual nature (dates, times, etc.) from what
they hear. They should also be able to under-
stand attitudes and intentions of the speakers.
They should be able to take part in a simple ver-
bal exchange of factual information, pass on
and receive straightforward messages and be

able to talk freely in order to express opinions,
emotions, reactions.

Loi gidi thiéu

Trinh dd cua ky thi PET

Ky thi PET (Preliminary English Test) dugc dua
vao nhdm dép dng ky thi d trinh dé thap hon
trinh d§ cia ky thi FCE (First Certificate in
English) va nhu dinh nghia cia van Ek va Trim,
1a ky thi d trinh d Dau vao cia Hoi déng chau
Au (the Council of Europe Threshold level).
Trinh d§ ngon ngd cia ky thi PET khoang hai
phan ba so véi trinh dd ngén ngl cia ky thi
FCE. D& dat dugc trinh d§ Diu vao nay thi sinh
can 375 gid hoc miét mai.

Thisinh thanh cong trong ky thi PET c6 kha
nang giao ti€p thanh thao trong hau hét cic tinh
hudng hang ngay. Muc tiéu nay phu hgp véi cic
diéu dé ra trong Ban ghi rd trinh dd Dau vao clia
Hai d6ng chau Au, dugc duyét lai vao nam
1990.

Thi sinh cdn c6 khd nang hiéu dugc cac
bang hi¢u dudng phd va cdc théng bdo cong
cdng, cdc i ghi trén bao bi san phdm, don twr,
thu tf théng thudng va cdc ban van ngdn mang
tinh di liéu nhu cac tap sdch quang cdo va céc
bai dang trén tap chi. Thi sinh can c6 khad nang
Vi€t thong tin, viét thu don gidn, wdng thudt sy
viéc, miéu ta ngudi va noi chén, cing nhu bay
16 phdn (ing trudc cac tinh hudng va dién ta cam
xtic. Ho cdn c6 kha nang hiéu dugc cic thong
bdo cong cong, vi dy & san bay hay cic cudc
ddu thé thao, thdng tin trén dai, W huéng din
vién du lich, v.v... va c6 kha nang trich ra thong
tin mang tinh di li¢u (ngay thdng, gid, v.v...) wr
nhiing gi dugc nghe. Thi sinh cling cdn c6 kha
nang hiéu dugc théi d va y dinh clia ngudsi néi.
Thi sinh cdn c6 kha nang tham gia vao cudc trao
ddi don gidn bang 13i néi vé cac thang tin thyc
t€, truyén dat va nhan cdc thong tin don gidn va
c6 kha nang phat biéu y do dé dién 1a y kién,
cdm xic, phan Ung.



PET candidates
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Age and gender

he average (e about 19 yenrs old, although in
some conntties the age s lower. About 60% of
candidates are fomale

I mployment
Most candidates are tn full thine education.

Lxame preparation

A large proportion of candidates (abour B0%)
undertake o preparatory course before taking
the examination

Reasons for taking PET

Candidates" rensons for wanting an English lan
guage qualification ot PICT level include the fol-
lowing

® (0 gain employment
& f{or further study
® out of personsl interest

The structure of PET: an overview
UCLES (University of Cambridge 1Loceal Vxaml
nations Syndicate) has developed a serles of ex
nminations with similar charncteristics, span:
ning five levels. Within the serles of five levels,
PET s at Cambridge Level Two!
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Cambridge Level Five
Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE)

Cambridge Level Four
Certificate in Advanced English (CAE)

Cambridge Level Three
First Certificate in English (FCE)

Cambridge Level Two
Preliminary English Test (PET)

Cambridge Level One
Key English Test (KET)
PET consists of three papers: PET gébm c6 ba mén thi:
Reading 5 parts 35 marks
Doc hiéu 5 phan welg.}lted to 25
Paper 1 1 hour 30 mins 35 diém "
Mon thi 1 1 gior 30 phuit dugc quy doi thanh 25
Writing 3 parts 25 marks
Viét 3 phan 25 diém
30 mins + 12
Paper 2 $nsltf?nife; 2[ ”?Iiz ; Listening 4 parts 25 marks
Mén thi 2 Rt P | Nghe hiéu 4 phan 25 diém
chuyén cau tra loi
vao to bai lam
20 marks
Paper 3 about 10 mins Speaking 4 parts weighted to 25
Mon thi 3 | khodng 10 phiit N6i 4 phan 20 diém
dugc quy doi thanh 25

Paper 1 Reading and Writing

The Reading component consists of five Parts,
selected to test a wide range of reading skills
and strategies, with 35 matching and multiple-
choice questions.

The Writing component consists of three writ-
ing tasks: sentence transformation, form com-

pletion and a letter of approximately 100
words.

Paper 2 Listening

Candidates listen to four recorded pieces of
varying length and nature selected to test a
wide range of listening skills with various types

of multiple-choice and comprehension ques-
tions.

Mon thi 1 Poc hiéu va Viét

Bai thi Doc hi€u gdm c6 nam Phan, dugc chon
Iva nham kiém tra da dang cic ky nang va
chién lugc doc hiéu, véi 35 cau hdi két ghép va
trdc nghiém.

Bai thi Vi€t gom c6 ba bai tap viét: chuyén dang
cau, hoan chinh méu don va viét thu khoang
100 tur.

Mon thi 2 Nghe hiéu

Thi sinh nghe b&n bai nghe dugc ghi bang c6 do
dai va noi dung khac nhau dugc chon lya nham
kiém tra da dang cic ky nang nghe véi cac loai
bai tap khac nhau gom cac cau hdi trc nghiém
va cau hdi nghe hiéu.



Paper 3 Speaking

Candidates are examined in pairs by two exam-
iners, one taking the part of the Interlocutor,
who talks to the candidates, and the other tak-
ing the part of the Assessor, who listens. Both
examiners award marks. The four phases of the
Speaking test are based on visual stimuli and
verbal prompts and are designed to elicit a
wide range of speaking skills and strategies
from both candidates. These are assessed under
the headings of Grammar and Vocabulary, Dis-
course Management, Pronunciation and Inter-
active Communication.

Further information

PET is held each year in March, May, June, No-
vember and December in centres around the
world.

Special arrangements are available for dis-
abled candidates. For details about this you
should consult the UCLES Local Secretary in
your area.

Further information about the examina-
tion, entry fees and entry forms for the exami-
nation can be obtained from:

Administration and Systems Division
UCLES

1 Hills Road

Cambridge

CB1 2EU

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 1223 553311 Fax: +44 1223 460278

In some areas this information can also be ob-
tained from the British Council.

Moén thi 3 Néi

Cac thi sinh dugc kiém tra theo déi vdi ha vi
giam khdo, mot gidm khdo dam trach vai tr
Interlocutor, ngudi n6i chuyén véi hai thi sinh,
va gidm khdo kia ddm tréch vai trd Assessor,
ngudi lang nghe va danh gis. C3 hai v gism
khdo cho diém. B&n giai doan chia bai thi Né;
dya trén cac hinh dnh va cac goi y bing I3i va
dugc thiét k& dé goi da dang céc ky nang va
chién lugc néi cda cd hai thi sinh. Céc ky ndng
va chién lugc nay dugc dénh gi4 theo c4c tigy
dé Ngir phdp va Tir vyng, X ly Ngon tit, C4ch
phéat am va Giao ti€p Tuong tac.

Théng tin thém
Ky thi PET dugc t§ chitc hang nam vao théing
ba, thang nam, thang sdu, thang mudi mét va
thang mudi hai ¢ cac trung tam khap thé gidi.
Cac sdp x€p dac biét danh sdn cho cac thi
sinh khuyé&t tat. D& c6 thém chi tiét vé viéc nay
ban nén héi Ngudi phu tréch UCLES Dia
phuong trong khu wifc ctia ban.
Théng ti hi nay
don xin thi

0
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